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PREVENTING FUTURE DISASTERS 

(Mr. BARROW asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BARROW. Madam Speaker, this 
weekend marks the first anniversary of 
the combustible dust explosion at the 
Imperial Sugar Refinery in Savannah, 
Georgia. 

What we learned in my community 
since this disaster hit is that the ex-
perts have known about this problem 
for decades. The private sector has de-
veloped standards that effectively deal 
with this problem, but the public sec-
tor hasn’t responded. The trouble is not 
enough people know about the prob-
lem, much less the solutions, and those 
who do know about the solutions aren’t 
required to adopt them. 

The only standards that are manda-
tory really are not designed with this 
problem in the first place, and so they 
aren’t working. The result is we have 
good standards that are not mandatory 
and inadequate standards that are 
mandatory. It ought to be the other 
way around. 

Today I am reintroducing legislation 
we passed in the last Congress, legisla-
tion that will take such upside-down 
policy and flip it right side up. 

On the anniversary of this latest dis-
aster, our thoughts and prayers go out 
to the folks who are still suffering from 
their losses and injuries. But our work 
to fix what is broken with our regu-
latory system should continue until we 
have done everything that we reason-
ably can to prevent any such disasters 
from ever happening again. 

f 

GIVING VOICE TO THE UNBORN 

(Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, ‘‘We hold these truths 
to be self-evident, that all men are cre-
ated equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable 
rights, that among these are life, lib-
erty and the pursuit of happiness.’’ 

We all know this quote, Madam 
Speaker, and it is no accident that life 
is mentioned first. It is our most basic 
right given to us only by our Creator. 

Every life is a gift given to us by the 
grace of God, and there can be no doubt 
that life begins at the moment of con-
ception. But as I stand before you 
today, my heart breaks for the faces 
that are missing because they were 
never born. 

Madam Speaker, I pray for the men 
and women throughout this country 
and the world who are expecting a 
child and they believe they are in an 
impossible situation. I hope they would 
understand that with God, all things 
are possible. 

We recently saw thousands descend 
upon the Supreme Court to stand up 
for the rights of the unborn. To them, 
and all those who work every day to 
give a voice to the unborn, I say thank 
you and God bless. 

ECONOMIC RECOVERY PACKAGE 

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, last 
week American companies announced 
that they will be laying off more than 
102,000 employees in the coming weeks. 

The economic situation is clearly 
getting worse, and Congressional 
Democrats are taking steps to get peo-
ple back to work and to save jobs that 
without action will be lost in the next 
few months. 

Last week, the House passed legisla-
tion that will save and create 3 to 4 
million jobs. We will create nearly half 
a million jobs by investing in clean en-
ergy. Our economic package also puts 
nearly 400,000 people to work repairing 
crumbling roads, bridges and schools. 

In another effort to jump start our 
economy, it also gives 95 percent of 
Americans an immediate tax cut. 

Madam Speaker, economists told us 
that we needed to act boldly and swift-
ly to address our Nation’s troubled 
economy. This week, the Senate must 
pass the economic recovery package so 
that we can begin the long process of 
turning this economy around. Failure 
to act, as some on the other side of the 
aisle seem to be more happy to do, is 
simply not an option. 

f 

STIMULUS MUST STIMULATE 
ECONOMY 

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Madam 
Speaker, I believe that there is broad 
bipartisan consensus in this House that 
we must act to stimulate our economy. 
And actually, the vote last week indi-
cated that there is a bipartisan belief 
that we can do better. 

I have talked to my constituents, to 
local school districts, and local govern-
ment and business leaders, and the con-
sensus is that we must do better. 

Too many programs were included in 
that bill that will not stimulate our 
economy. When we are borrowing 
money from our children and grand-
children, we have a responsibility to 
make certain that the plan will work, 
that it will create jobs, and that it will 
help get our economy moving. 

President Obama has reached out his 
hand asking for bipartisan cooperation, 
and many of us are ready to answer his 
call. I believe that we can create a bill 
along the broad outlines put forward 
by the President and pass such a bill 
with strong bipartisan support. All it 
will take is the majority including 
good ideas and putting aside other non-
stimulative policy goals for another 
day. We can get this done, and for the 
sake of our economy and the American 
people, I hope that we will get it done. 

CHIP PASSAGE DEMONSTRATES 
CHANGE 

(Mrs. HALVORSON asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. HALVORSON. Madam Speaker, 
the American people have heard a lot 
about change these days, but exactly 
what will that change be and what will 
it mean to them? 

Well, today, real change will come to 
Washington when this House passes an 
expansion of the Children’s Health In-
surance Program. This is legislation 
that will have a direct impact on chil-
dren in our country. 

When we pass this bill today, an addi-
tional 4 million children living without 
health insurance will soon be able to 
afford seeing a doctor. Congress has 
worked hard to pass this legislation 
twice, sending it to President Bush, 
and both times he vetoed this bill. But 
now, change has come to Washington. 

Today, the House will pass legisla-
tion very similar to what President 
Bush vetoed twice; only this time, we 
will reach a total of 11 million chil-
dren. And President Obama is expected 
to sign this bill later today. 

This is change we can believe in, and 
that’s going to mean a lot to the 4 mil-
lion children who will now be able to 
see a doctor when they are sick. 

f 

STIMULATE PRODUCTIVE SECTOR 

(Mr. MCCLINTOCK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, 
the mantra that we keep hearing from 
the left, that we just heard from the 
gentleman from New Jersey, that gov-
ernment rather than the productive 
sector needs to create more jobs. 

Well, according to our new President 
and Members of this House, the $825 
billion spending bill is going to create 
3 million new jobs. I thought that 
sounded pretty good in an economy 
that is hurting like ours until I pulled 
out a pocket calculator and did the 
math: 3 million new jobs for $825 bil-
lion, that comes to $275,000 per job. 
That’s by the President’s own numbers, 
$275,000 that will have to be paid back, 
with interest, by average Americans 
for every job that he himself says will 
be created. 

Madam Speaker, we do not need to 
stimulate government. Government 
continues to grow just fine. We need to 
stimulate the productive sector, and 
the best way to do that is to get off its 
back. 

f 

SAVING CHILDREN’S LIVES 

(Mr. GRAYSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GRAYSON. Madam Speaker, I 
have five children, two of them are 3- 
year-olds who were born prematurely. 
They were in the hospital for a long 
time. They were on respirators for a 
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long time. They were on 24-hour moni-
toring for a very, very long time. 

If a doctor had come to me and said 
to me, Mr. GRAYSON, we can save your 
children but it will cost a million dol-
lars, I would have said okay. 

If a doctor had said, Mr. GRAYSON, we 
can save your children, but it is going 
to cost your right arm, I would have 
said okay because the life of a child is 
more important than money. And yet 
in America we have 25,000 children who 
die every year without reaching their 
first birthday. 

This bill will cover 4 million children 
with health care who otherwise won’t 
have it. I turn to the other side of the 
aisle and I say: Let’s save those lives, 
let’s choose life. 

f 

STOP BAILOUT BONUSES 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, last week Americans learned 
of 50,000 new layoffs in just one day. We 
also heard another startling fact: that 
the financial industry bailed out by 
Uncle Sam paid $18 billion in bonuses. 
That’s just appalling. 

The $18 billion payout in 2008 ranks 
as the sixth highest in bonus history 
and compares with 2004, a banner year, 
on Wall Street. 

As a supporter of free enterprise, I 
back performance-based bonuses for a 
job well done. 

Banks just barely getting by, thanks 
to taxpayer bailout money, have no 
business paying bonuses. With our 
economy sliding deeper into recession, 
this reckless decision to pay bonuses 
showcases the disgraceful behavior of 
greed and arrogance of Wall Street 
that Americans detest. It is flat irre-
sponsible. 

Let’s stop the bailout bonus bonanza 
now. 

f 

RECKLESS SPENDING 

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, the 
American people understand the need 
for a stimulus. They understand the 
need for job creation. What they don’t 
understand is why we are pursuing this 
reckless path of aimless spending. 

Now we have heard it over and over 
again. Elections have consequences, 
they won, and we understand that. We 
also hear the need for bipartisan bills. 
But I have to ask you, Madam Speaker, 
doesn’t legislation also have con-
sequences? 

We often ask ourselves what makes a 
bill bipartisan? Is it just because we all 
have a chance to vote one way or the 
other and for that reason it is a bipar-
tisan effort even if you vote against it 
or for it. 

In reality, a bipartisan bill begins at 
its inception where the ideas are talked 

about among Members and typically 
amongst their staff. Certainly it in-
volves hearings and markups at the 
subcommittee level, and certainly it 
involves hearings and markups at the 
full committee level. But many of the 
bills we have before us fail to achieve 
that lofty goal. 

We are about to pass a stimulus bill 
that will vastly increase Medicaid 
spending, but at the same time in this 
great wash of cash, we can do nothing 
to provide adequate payments to pro-
viders. That would have been a bipar-
tisan effort. 

f 

CHILDREN’S HEALTH INSURANCE 
PROGRAM REAUTHORIZATION 
ACT OF 2009 
Mr. POLIS of Colorado. Madam 

Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 107 and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 107 
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to take from the 
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 2) to amend 
title XXI of the Social Security Act to ex-
tend and improve the Children’s Health In-
surance Program, and for other purposes, 
with the Senate amendment thereto, and to 
consider in the House, without intervention 
of any point of order except those arising 
under clause 10 of rule XXI, a motion offered 
by the chair of the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce or his designee that the House 
concur in the Senate amendment. The Sen-
ate amendment and the motion shall be con-
sidered as read. The motion shall be debat-
able for one hour equally divided among and 
controlled by the chair and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce and the chair and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Ways and 
Means. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the motion to adoption 
without intervening motion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Colorado is recognized for 
1 hour. 

Mr. POLIS of Colorado. Madam 
Speaker, for the purposes of debate 
only, I yield the customary 30 minutes 
to the gentleman from Texas and my 
colleague on the Rules Committee, Mr. 
SESSIONS. All time yielded during con-
sideration of the rule is for debate 
only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. POLIS of Colorado. I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material into the 
RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. POLIS of Colorado. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, House Resolution 
107 provides for consideration of the 
Senate amendment to H.R. 2, the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program Reau-
thorization Act of 2009. 

I rise in support of House Resolution 
107, the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program Reauthorization Act. I again 
wish to thank Speaker PELOSI who has 
been an unrelenting champion on this 
important issue. I also want to thank 
Chairman RANGEL and Chairman DIN-
GELL for sponsoring bills that were ve-
toed in the 110th Congress, and Chair-
man WAXMAN and all of my colleagues 
for their leadership on this issue in this 
Congress, and I want to recognize ev-
eryone’s efforts to bring this bill to 
where it is today. 

Although I began my House service 
only a few weeks ago, I have received 
hundreds of letters from constituents 
who have serious concerns about 
health care cost and coverage. Too 
common is the story of hardworking, 
low-income moms and dads forced to 
choose between buying groceries and 
visiting their family doctor. I have 
heard from those who have either lost 
their health care coverage or feared 
that they will lose it because they sim-
ply can’t afford it. 

b 1030 

I have heard from parents who are 
denied necessary health care by their 
insurers, and as a result, their children 
are suffering too. I have heard from 
caregivers who have been laid off los-
ing not only their health coverage, but 
that of their children’s as well. This is 
a serious problem that we can no 
longer afford to ignore. 

No longer can we lay the blame at 
the front door of the White House. 
With the change in administration, we 
can ensure that this legislation passes 
the House today and reaches the Presi-
dent’s desk as soon as possible. With 
our approval, President Obama has in-
dicated he will sign this bill into law 
today and change the lives of millions 
of children and families. Delay is sim-
ply not an option. 

A large majority of Americans of all 
political persuasions support this im-
portant bill. It’s a fiscally responsible 
way to not only extend the number of 
children in our Nation who will receive 
health care, but to improve the quality 
of that care. This bill relieves the bur-
den of taxpayers who currently sub-
sidize millions of costly and inefficient 
uninsured emergency room visits. By 
encouraging preventative care for chil-
dren who lack insurance today, we can 
actually reduce costs from the system 
and provide healthier outcomes for 
young people. 

This bill is just common sense, given 
the Nation’s skyrocketing health care 
costs, coupled with our current eco-
nomic challenges. It is an investment 
where the return is a generation of 
healthy, happy and productive Ameri-
cans. This legislation will provide 
health care coverage for more than 11 
million children nationally. 

Tomorrow morning, 170,000 children 
in my home State of Colorado wake up 
without health insurance. That is 
170,000 too many. This bill will change 
that terrible statistic for the better by 
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